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Abstract 
Globalization and internationalization of the world economy have given rise to new forms and methods of education. In 
particular, the importance of competition in the sphere of innovation activity is growing. In its turn, sustainable economic and 
cultural development is impossible without restructuring the national system of education. All this requires modernization of the 
national education system. The aim of the paper is to present the institutional preconditions of globalization in education and 
knowledge economy development in Russia and other countries. 
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1. Introduction 
Globalization means intensive cooperation in world division labour between mass production and providing of 
services and high-technologies and innovations. National borders are becoming more archaic (Scott, 2000).    
Many researches consider knowledge economy to be one of the main sources of power and wealth (Makburny, 
2001; Mingaleva and Mirskikh, 2010a; Phontanel and Bensael, 2009). Globalization opens market for all enterprises 
and spreads new methodology and instruments, increasing in that way the progress of information technologies.   
s 
 to international educational 
sphere including European Union (EU).  
The European educational integration experience is a phenomenon of great importance for global politics and a 
great academic challenge for scholars. There is a strong need in Russian regions for the creation of an institutional 
base, an academic network, public space in order to promote the efficient practices of the European Union in 
teaching, research and public activity through accumulation of resources and mobility of experts and experiences.  
Nowadays education tendencies show the alignment policy of cooperation, primarily with the European Union. In 
this regard, there is a need to bring to the broad public wide opportunities of application practices of the European 
Union, to address relevant for the Euro-Asian regions problems. It pursues not only educational and information 
purposes. One of the main problems is the formation of the expert pull for the communities on the most significant 
issues such as youth policy, ecology and energy saving, information policy, the policy of collective security, 
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regional and municipal governance, development of civil society and human rights, cultural policy. Russia has some 
specific features; it experiences the same problems as foreign countries. Russia is a very complex and diversified 
country  multiethnic, multi-linguistic, multi-religious, etc. Moreover, Russia is a quite differentiated society in both 
social dimension (great social inequality) and spatial dimension (regionalization as the result of huge territory). 
Also Russia has been already involved in globalization education processes. On the one hand, a lot of Russians 
belong to advanced and wealthy group with fairly strong cosmopolitan orientations. On the other hand, the wave of 
migrants moves on Russia, specifically in some regions (the Far East, the North Caucasus). Therefore, the problems 
of minorities become the great challenge.  
Since becoming involved in the Bologna process Russian universities started to use 2-level education, but the 
majority of them still lack integrative and interdisciplinary MA and BA programs, encouraging students to study 
deeply the EU practices. 
The main problem of the globalization in education in Russia is the shortage of basic knowledge, experience, 
practices and instruments for future efficient development. Especially in the parts of Russia that are located a great 
distance from the EU, there is the deficit of context and practical knowledge the experience of the European Union 
(Slepuhin, 2011). Globalization in education will create conditions for forming of innovation clusters in Russian 
regions.   
2. The Problems of globalization in education in Russia 
Knowledge develops through collective and individual learning process, and grows through interaction, 
information, local knowledge, human capital and research. Innovation is considered to be a basic condition for any 
knowledge-based development. 
Education stimulates innovations and creations and reward innovative and creative activity. Nowadays 
educational methods are international in character and in that respect they fit in rather well with the innovation 
reality of the global economy (Mingaleva and Mirskikh, 2010b; Mingaleva and Balkova, 2011). 
Globalization of high education influences upon all national systems of high education (Mayburov, 2005).  
There is a strong need of the creation of institutional base, academic network, public space in order to promote 
the efficient educational practices of the developed countries in teaching, research and public activity through 
accumulation of resources and mobility of experts and experiences in Russia.  
It is necessary to study the international educational experience including European Union experience in order to 
promote knowledge and disseminate the information about the educational conditions of globalization and European 
integration process in all spheres of activities (Morley, 2003; 2004), about education institutes (international and 
supranational), legislation, law, economy and policy among all Russian target groups; working out the 
recommendation for legislation improvement to promote the legal norms adoption and stimulate integration of 
Russia in the educational sphere of EU. 
Mass media more than once has mentioned that the existing educational system in Russia does not correspond to 
the requirements of the effective globalization process (Mingaleva and Mirskikh, 2010b). All this requires 
modernization of the national education system, reformation the institutional structure of the society, creation of a 
system of economic and judicial rules which stimulate the implementation of new methods of education 
corresponding to contemporary tendencies of globalization. 
External experts consider the absence of the efficient educational international programs in Russia to be the 
reason of lack of demand for domestic investments in innovational activities in Russian economy and absence of 
innovation clusters.  
Now in Russia many universities with a high quality academic potential (from Perm, Omsk, Izhevsk, 
Chelyabinsk, Surgut etc.) try to create European educational centers. Such a base will further promote successful 
entering of Russian universities into the Bologna process, in particular in the outlying regions at the cross-roads of 
Europe and Asia. The creation of Uniting Europe and Asia Centre of EU (UEACEU) as a pole of growth is to 
promote the integrity of the teaching, training, research and outreach activity space and to disseminate the efficient 
EU educational practices and experiences to a network of target groups in similar European and Asian regions of 
Russia (subjects of Russian Federation) (Mingaleva, 2004; Naletova, 2004).   
1704   Zhanna Mingaleva and Irina Mirskikh /  Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  47 ( 2012 )  1702 – 1706 
we refer to a set of outlying territories at the crossroads of Europe and Asia 
that possesses university centers (Perm, Omsk, Surgut etc.) with a high quality academic potential, but are 
experiencing a deficit of interconnectedness. The creation of a Eurasian EU Centre as a pole of growth is to promote 
the integrity of the teaching, training, research and outreach activity space and to disseminate the efficient EU 
practices and experiences to a network of target communities in similar European and Asian regions of Russia. 
 
3. The institutional preconditions of globalization in education in Russian regions  
The tasks of this research are to study efficient practices of international and European educational experience 
and to disseminate this knowledge in Russia.  
Many Russian universities work out educational globalizations programs together with EU universities. The main 
expected results of these programs are increasing the level of knowledge on education themes and dissemination this 
knowledge (on efficient EU institutes, practices and values) (Mingaleva, 2006).  Main modes and means of research 
activities: Preparation and defense of Master and Candidate theses on European and international issues; European 
and international studies network; In-depth research of the globalization in education which will be published in the 
Russian and international professional journals.  
Means of teaching activities are:  
-  one of an foreign 
university, and on the same agreed curriculum  the degree of a Russian university); 
- Offering educational high-quality courses, which will be prepared with help and external expert 
evaluation;  
- Organization of Centre for International Certification and Cooperation in educational sphere;  
- Inclusion of courses on EU topics in Master programs on different disciplines: Biology, Chemistry, 
Nanotechnology, Computer sciences, Law, Sociology, History, Economics and others in the Universities-
participants. 
Modes of outreach activities includes: Expert seminars and public discussions; Trainings courses, seminars for 
teachers and workshops; Internet-resources opened for all interested in globalizations topics; Constant network of 
 
In the outreach activity of these programs the absolute priority is given to youth and students as the most active 
and promising community, shaping the future of successful relations between Russia and the international 
Community. Practical knowledge of foreign languages, knowledge of the conceptual apparatus, institutions and 
practices of the globalization education, operating contacts with youth institutions and organizations of the world 
and networking will facilitate the integration of active young people of Russian regions in the international and 
European communities. 
Expert activity in the framework of international educational programs will be helpful for the association of 
young professionals, students, youth organizations, focused on practical cooperation in the educational sphere.     
4. The perspectives of globalization in education in Russian regions (on base of Perm Kray) 
Being situated on the border between European regions  (European Union as a part of European community) and 
Asian regions, Perm region (Perm Kray) absorbed both European and Asian tendencies, and is capable to work out 
and spread international educational approach to European and Asian regions and have a feedback. 
Perm region possesses a highly scientific, research and professional base and interested in globalization education 
experience. At the same time the international and EU institutional deficiency in Perm region is obvious and it 
inevitably influences the processes of international collaboration in educational, scientific and professional spheres. 
Situation in other Russian regions (Omsk, Izhevsk, Chelyabinsk, Surgut etc.) develops in the same way.  
Perm region possesses high scientific, research and professional base and is interested in international and EU 
educational experience. Perm is a home to several major universities Perm State National Research University, State 
National Research Polytechnic University of Perm, Perm State Teachers' Training University, Perm State Medical 
Academy, Perm State Pharmaceutical Academy, Perm State Agricultural Academy, The Institute of Art and Culture, 
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Perm State Choreographic School, Perm branch of State University Higher school of economics and others, but it 
experiences the deficit of certain innovative education instruments. 
Perm State National Research University has institutional facilities for promotion or consolidation of 
public/private partnerships, innovation and best practices, or other cross-cutting issues such as environmental issues, 
promotion of gender equality and equal opportunities, needs of disabled people, rights of minorities and rights of 
indigenous peoples. They are: 1) Perm Centre for Social Partnership and Social Research. This centre was founded 
in 2004 as a result of support by EU project on"Labour Legislation and Arbitration". Developed by the centre, 
academic research and expert judgment of social differentiation, labor law and social protection underlay quite a few 
Perm  regional  bills on social partnership and cross-sectoral cooperation at the regional level; 2) Center for Gender 
Studies. The Centre serves as an interdisciplinary area combining the efforts of researchers, public activists 
concerned with gender equality, gender identity, gender education, etc; 3) "School of young parliamentarian" is a 
joint project, based on 6 municipalities of Perm kray and realized by Perm State National Research University and 
Youth Parliament of the Perm region. This project aimed at improving the legal and political literacy of young 
people integrated into the decision making process; 4) In 2010, an agreement on cooperation in educational 
activities was signed between Perm State National Research University and the Electoral Commission of the Perm 
region. It aimed at establishing the electoral and legal culture among students. 
Perm State National Research University centers of research and education with a 
constantly developing infrastructure. Perm State National Research University is interested in cooperation with 
international and European centers. It is a Member of European University Association and has 23 long term 
bilateral agreements with overseas Universities, has taken part in 7 EC projects (TEMPUS, 6th Frame Program and 
others). European integration is one of the main topics for Perm State National Research University since 2001. 
Perm State National Research University tries to bring its education into line with the essential characteristics of 
European higher education and influences other Eurasian universities.  
Perm State National Research University has facilities and conditions for implementation of globalization in 
education.  The main preconditions and assumptions for this are: 
1. High quality staff of dynamic professors.  
2. Rich experience of all-Russian and international cooperation involving European experts to mutual 
collaboration (teaching and research programs, seminars, conferences and forums);   
3. Provision of academic network with Russian universities and academic centers: Moscow State Institute 
of International Relations, Moscow State University, European University in S-Peterburg, Institute of World 
Economy and International Relations, universities of Krasnodar, Ekaterinburg, etc. Perm State National Research 
University is a resource centre for the universities of Chelyabinsk, Surgut, Omsk and others through the system of 
PHD councils.  
In order to be involved into globalization education process Perm State National Research University tries to 
create international education programs such as Double Master degree in EU studies (Master in European 
Interdisciplinary Studies/Political Science - Law - Economy). It will be two-year Master Program. It will orientate 
Russian students to specialization in EU Law, EU Economics, EU Politics and Administration. The program awards 
the degree of Master in European Interdisciplinary Studies. Students take intensive courses on EU politics, law, 
economics and history. Also there is an opportunity to specialize in EU governance, EU law, EU foreign relations, 
or EU neighborhood policy. Candidates with a variety of bachelor background qualifications (political science, law 
or economics, literature, languages or history) can take the program. The program is bilingual (Russian-English). 
5. Conclusion 
There is a strong need in Russian regions of the creation of institutional base, academic network, public space in 
order to promote the efficient educational practices of the developed countries in teaching, research and public 
activity through accumulation of resources and mobility of experts and experiences.  
Now in Russia many universities with a high quality academic potential try to create international educational 
centers.  
Several Russian regions are involved in education integration process and work out special programs 
corresponding to globalization in education. 
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